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The former Soviet republics of Central Asia comprise a
sprawling, politically pivotal, densely populated, and richly

cultured area of the world. In this comprehensive new
treatment, renowned political writer and historian Dilip Hiro
places the politics, peoples, and cultural background of this
critical region firmly into the context of current international

focus.

DILIP HIRO is an author, playwright, and journalist who has
written 14 books about the Middle East and contributed to

several others.

Pressestimmen
"For those who still get their "-stans" mixed up, Hiro's book
provides a detailed and nuanced overview of the region of

central Asia. He explains the ethnic tensions, religious
intolerance and struggle for political identity in the lands

caught between two behemoths the splintered Soviet empire
and the rising Chinese one."

-Financial Times, Best Books of 2009
"Readers acquainted with Mr.Hiro's prolific writing about

Asia and the Islamic world will be unsurprised to learn that
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Inside Central Asia is a conscientious guide to the region,

full of dependable history-telling and analysis."

-The Economist
"Hiro's account provides a fast-moving and well-sourced

genealogy of the Central Asian republics' political and
economic trajectories, focusing on the post-Stalinist period

up to the present day. It is unlikely that more comprehensive
analysis of this period in Central Asia has been written, and

it serves as a valuable update to Hiro¦s earlier Between
Marx and Muhammad: the Changing Face of Central Asia."

-Issac Scarborough, n+1

Dilip Hiro is the author of more than thirty books, including
Blood of the Earth, War Without End, and Between Marx

and Mohammad. He contributes regularly to The New York
Times, The Guardian, and The Washington Post, andis a

commentator for CNN and the BBC.
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