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Translated for the first time into English here, the Latin was
translated in the 12th century and into Hebrew in 1279.

Henceforth the Canon served as the chief guide to medical
science in the West and is said to have influenced Leonardo

da Vinci. Its encyclopedic content, its systematic
arrangement and philosophical plan soon worked its way
into a position of pre-eminence in the medical literature of
Europe, displacing the works of Galen and becoming the

textbook for medical education in the schools of Europe. The
text was read in the medical schools at Montpellier and

Leuven as late as 1650. and Arnold C. Klebs described it as
one of the most significant intellectual phenomena of all
times. In the words of Dr. William Osler, the Canon has

remained a medical bible for a longer time than any other
work. The first three books of the Latin Canon were printed

in 1472, and a complete edition appeared in 1473. The 1491
Hebrew edition is the first appearance of a medical treatise

in Hebrew and the only one produced during the 15th
century. Experimental medicine the Canon of Medicine was

the first book dealing with evidence-based medicine,
experimental medicine, clinical trials, randomized controlled

trials, efficacy tests, risk factor analysis, and the idea of a
syndrome in the diagnosis of specific diseases. According to

Toby Huff and A. C. Crombie, the Canon contains a set of
rules that laid down the conditions for the experimental use

and testing of drugs which were a precise guide for practical
experimentation in the process of discovering and proving
the effectiveness of medical substances. Inductive logic:
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This text contributed to the development of inductive logic,

which it used to develop the idea of a syndrome in the
diagnosis of specific diseases. The Canon of Medicine was
the first to describe the methods of agreement, difference

and concomitant variation that are critical to inductive logic
and the scientific method. Pharmacy Avicenna devoted
Volume 2 to simple drugs. He credits many of them to a

variety of Arabic, Greek and Indian authors, and also
includes some drugs imported from China, along with many
of his own original contributions. Using his own expertise, he

was often critical of the descriptions given by previous
authors and revised many of their descriptions.

Phytotherapy In phytotherapy, the Canon introduced the
medicinal use of Taxus baccata L. He named this herbal

drug as zarnab and used it as a cardiac remedy. This was
the first known use of a calcium channel blocker drug, which

was not used in the Western world until the 1960s.

Über den Autor und weitere Mitwirkende
Abu Ali al-Husayn ibn Sina is better known in Europe by

the Latinized name Avicenna. He was born in Afshana near
Bukhara in Central Asia in about 973 CE. This part of

Central Asia at that time was part of the Persian Empire.
Avicenna is best known as a physician whose major work,
the Canon (al-Qanun fi'l-Tibb), continued to be taught as a

medical textbook in Europe and in the Islamic world until the
early modern period.
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