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ALISHER NAVOI: LIFE & POEMS Translation &
Introduction by Paul Smith Alisher Navoi (1441 - 1501) was
a Central Asian Turkic Sufi poet, politician, linguist, scientist,
author, calligrapher, art-patron, intellectual, painter, builder...
of Uyghur origin who was born and lived in Herat (now north-

western Afghanistan). He is generally known by his pen
name Navoi (‘the weeper’). Under the pen name Navoi,
Alisher was among the key writers who revolutionized the
literary use of the Turkic languages. Navoi himself wrote
primarily in the Chagatai language and produced 30 works
over a period of 30 years, during which Chagatai became
accepted as a prestigious and well-respected literary
language. Navoi also wrote in Persian (under the pen name
of Fani, and to a much lesser degree in Arabic and Hindi.
Navoi’s best-known poems are found in his four divans, or
poetry collections, which total roughly 50,000 couplets. Each
part of the work corresponds to a different period of a
person’s life. Many of his gazels & robai’s are represented in
this translation in the correct forms for the first time.
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Paul Smith (b. 1945) is a poet, author and translator of
many books of Sufi poets from the Persian, Arabic, Urdu,
Turkish, Pashtu and other languages including Hafiz, Sadi,
Nizami, Rumi, ‘Attar, Sana’i, Jahan Khatun, Obeyd Zakani,
Mu’in, Amir Khusrau, Nesimi, Kabir, Anvari, Ansari, Jami,
Khayyam, Rudaki, and others, and his own poetry, fiction,
biographies, plays, children’s books and screenplays.
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